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Abstract

Chiang Mai has large numbers of migrant laborers who come to work and live, especially
women, who work in agriculture, construction and service sectors. Statistics show that the number of
migrant women is about equal to the number of men. In this study, we researched migrant Shan women
who come to work in Chiang Mai with the goal of understanding the methods of adaption employed
through studying their everyday living patterns, which illuminates being the family bread winner as a
Shan women living outside of the village, as well as a foreign laborer who must adapt to the Thai
governments security policies. Aside from this, the study attempts to ascertain how the expectations for
the future held by these women effects their present course of action.
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